Does discharge hemoglobin affect medium-term survival after coronary bypass?
the effect of discharge hemoglobin on survival of patients undergoing isolated coronary artery bypass grafting is unknown. Blood transfusion frequently confounds the issue. 4682 consecutive patients undergoing isolated coronary artery bypass were studied. Univariate and multivariate analyses were performed to identify whether discharge hemoglobin was an independent risk factor determining survival after isolated coronary artery bypass. The analysis was complemented with a neuronal network. univariate analysis identified discharge hemoglobin (p = 0.01) and blood transfusion (p < 0.0001) as significant factors affecting survival. Multivariate analysis identified age (p < 0.0001) ejection fraction (p < 0.0001), dialysis (p < 0.0001), peripheral vascular disease (p = 0.001), preoperative hemoglobin (p = 0.01), and blood transfusion (p = 0.0002) as significant factors determining survival. Neuronal network analysis confirmed the lack of importance of hemoglobin on discharge as a factor determining survival. the discharge hemoglobin level does not affect medium-term survival.